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THE CLAIMS, &c. 



Haybio been requested by a number of friende, in whoee 
judgment I have much confidence, to publish aometfaing on 
tlie novel aspect which the Popish controTersy in this 
oouatry has of late been made to assume; and having 
been led, in the course of Providenoe, to pay some attention 
to the subject, I £eel no hesitation in oomplying vith the 
request, partly in deference to their opinion, and partly to 
satisfy a sense of dut^, which is growing and deepening in 
my own mind. The recent attempts of the Boman Anti- 
aknei to extend his dominion over our land, and the 
consequent movements of our state-churchmen in defence 
of their ovm position, have certainly brought us, who are 
evangelical Dissenters, into circumstances somewhat new; 
and Uie question as to how we should act in these new 
circumstances, is indisputably a grave on^-^so grave as to 
demand our earnest consideration ; lest, by a fidse st^ 
now, we may be found, unwittingly, to do the cause we 
have so much at heart a very serious injury. In ihe 
pages which follow, my views of the matter I him<stated as 
briefly as I could ; and the reader may rest assured, thai 
in resorting to the hortatoiy — which is freely done— I bave 
no wish whatever to imitate the arrogance of the Vaticao, 
by assuming the part of a dictate. I give my convictions 
just as they are, and trust they have not been hastily 
formed ; but, 'I ^ak as unto wise men ; judge ye what I 
say.' 

Popery presents itself to view under two distinct and 
assignable aspects, from each of which there comes a 
separate demand upon us ; and our duty in relation to it 
oan scarcely be performed unless we keep it, in both these 
aspects, distinctly before our minds. 

I. It is a superstition, or a fialse religion, bearing the 
christian name, but repudiating the christian spirit, 



practising on the dark forebodings of the ignorant and 
depraved, patting the inventions of designing men into the 
place of divine institutions, working by a system of 
disciplined artifice, which is subtie, restiess, and exten- 
sively ramified, and, age after age, conducting multitudes, 
all over Christendom, into the eternal world, with a lie in 
their right hand. In short, it is Satan baptised into the 
name of Christ, the more effectually to subvert Chris- 
tianity. A glance at a few of its leading positions will 
be sufficient to establish these charges, broad and sweep- 
ing as they are. 

With aU true Protestants it is a ^damental prindpk, 
that the Word of God, as contained in the Old and New 
Testaments, is, ' by itself alone, the rule of christian fidth 
and practice. But in direct opposition to this, Bomaniam 
not only goes so &r as to raise &llible mortals up to a 
level with Grod himself, as an authority in rdigious 
matters, but in all practical effect, to set them above God, 
by making the sacred record to mean what the Pope or 
his council says it means, and furnishing such additions to 
it as he or they may judge expedient ; thereby luring reli- 
gious belief away from its native aliment, and causing it 
to corrupt and debase itself by feeding on the garbage of 
human invention. This, as you will at once perceive, is 
a formidable evil, the origin of all the other evils which 
Popery has generated. It goes to poison the religious 
sentiment at its very fountain ; and by interposing human 
dictation between the conscience and that which is divine, 
it brings the message sent to us from heaven down to a 
level with the theories of earth. Then again, as to the 
great cardinal doctrine of justification by £uth in the 
atoning sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ, altiiougfa 
Papists do not directiy deny that doctrine, yet by ti^e 
* merits,' and 'satisfactions,' on the part of the sinner 
himself, of which they make so much, they so mystify it, 
or throw it so much into the shade, that, vital as it is, and 
essential as it is, to true or solid peace of mind, the poor 
bewildered votary can scarcely apprehend it Nay, as if 
for the express purpose of turning his mind away from it, 
he is industriously taught, that while * rental ww,* as they 
gratuitously style them, may be cancelled through it alone, 
yet * no man can obtain the forgiveness of mortal sinSf hew 
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or hereafter, without confessing to a priest, and performing 
the penances which he imposes.' How fearfully and how 
&tall7 does this lead the heart away from the only ground 
on which sinful man can ever find acceptance widi God I 

The idolatry of the Church of Rome is another part of 
the indictment against her which holds a very prominent 
place. There is the idolatry of the Mass, by which she 
contrives to overawe her victims, and to keep them' in 
blind and impious subjection to the domination of her 
earthly head. By the pretended consecration of a priest, 
the bread and wine of the eucharist are, in defiance of the 
dearest refuting evidence, said to be changed into the 
body and blood of Christ, and so made an object of 
adoration to gazing superstition ; while the true solemnity 
of the institute, its instructive simplicity, its spiritual 
significance, and the hallowed emotions it is given to 
inspire, are, one and all, grievously marred, if not entirely 
disregarded. We know that strenuous attempts are made 
to rebut the charge of idolatry both in relation to the Mass 
and the homage offered to the Virgin Maiy; but these 
attempts are futile; they run into abstractions, which may 
have place, in less or more, in the mind of a subtle casuist, 
but which neither birlj meet the case, nor can have any 
modifying effect on the minds of Popish worshippers. 
They do adore the host, although their palates are ever 
telling them it is no more than a wafer ; and they do offer 
to the Virgin Mary, not to speak of the Pope himself a 
homage due to none but God. In a catechism, published 
in 1836, by the Irish Archbishop Beilly, she is styled 
^ Mother of our Creator, Queen of angels, and prophets, 
and apostles, and confessors, and saints,' ^Ark of the 
Covenant,' 'Health of the weak,' 'Refiige of sinners,' 
' Help of Christians,' * House of God,' ' Gate of Heaven.' 
and 'Mother of divine grace.' Quite in keeping with 
these blasphemies, take the following form of prayer 
extracted fix^m a treatise called the Scapular, and in 
sanctioned use at this day among Irish Roman Catholics: — 
'Ever glorious and blesssed Virgin Mart, queen of 
virgins, mother of mercy, hope and comfort of all desolate 
souls, I beseech thee in my poverty and wants, have 
compassion on my ansdety and cares, help and comfort me 
in idl my infirmities and miseries whatsoever. You are 



the mother of mercies, the comfort of t)ie alfficted and 
desolate, the refuge of all the needy and of orpAiaas. 
Behold then with an eye of pity, a miserable foiiom wTCtoh, 
and hear my prayers ; and seeing, for just pmushment of 
my sins I am snrronnded by many evils and much angniflh, 
onto whom shall I hare reoourse, or where can I be more 
securely sheltered, than under thy powerful protection? 
Oh I gracious Virgin, comfort and redress our lost nature; 
hearken, tiierefore, I beseech thee, with compassion and 
pity to my humble requests and prayers.* — Ihis, as yoo 
will at once perceive, is palpable enough, and much more 
of the same Idnd might be easily adduced; for the wonirip 
of the Virgin has, of late years, been more gross among 
Romanists, and more zealously inculcated, than it seems 
to have been centuries ago ; and talk as they will about 
their Latria^ their DuUoj and their Hyperdalioj — their 
various degrees of worship— these are distinctioDS which to 
the common people are of no practical value ; while by the 
educated themselves they can scarcely be regarded as 
anything more than a futile attempt to disguise a glaring 
enormity. 

The Purgatory of the Romanists is another of their 
tenets, and the only other we con at present re^ to. 
Their dogma here is, that the souls of believers do not at 
their death, pass at once into glory, but remain for a time 
in an intermediate state, where sins which do not merit 
eternal condemnation are purged away by a prooess of 
suffering, which may or may not, according to circum- 
stances, extend over years or ages. By this device, which 
in its own way impeaches the perfection of Christ's satis- 
faction, and has nothing whatever to support it beyond 
what is heathen, Mahomedan, or apoctyphal, they con- 
trive to draw very largely from the pockets of the credo- 
lous. Masses, said by priests on the earth, mitigate <tt 
abbreviate the sufferings of Purgatory; but, imder the 
plausible pretext of alms, these Masses must be paid far 
by the relatives of the departed ; and thus by a spades of 
infernal ingenuity, acting on the tenderest relatiTe alfec- 
tion, while yet its wounds are fresh and bleeding, a system 
of exaction is originated, cruelly vexatious to tiM bereaved 
poor; while to the rich who choose to give way to it, it is, 
at the best, but a mockery and a snare. 



Such is Popeiy in but a few of its w«U-known oharac- 
terislics; and when we look at them in their obvioua 
tendency, at once to frustrate the gnee of Grod, and ta 
entail perdition on the souls of men, the picture they 
present to us is most appalling. But appalling as it is, it 
were wrong — egregiously wrong — ^both in principle, and 
in policy, to lay it, simply on this account^ under the inter- 
dict of civil legislation. It were wrong in principle to 
do so ; for legislation is a nuUity without the sword to 
enforce it ; and few things are more obvious, to a mind 
unsophisticated, than that the sword is not the instrument 
for eradicating error. It may slay the heretic, but it 
gives life to his heresy; and the gospel is not sent to 
coerce men's bodies, but to destroy &e destroyer of their 
souls. We have maxim on this subject, and we have law 
too, both emanating from the highest authority. The 
maxim is, 'They that take the sword shall pensh with 
the sword ;' and the law is, 'My kingdom is not of Hbaa 
world. If my kingdom were of this world, then would 
my servants fight, tibat I should not be delivered unto the 
Jews; but Kow is my kingdom not from hence.' But 
policy forbids resort to the sword against the abettors 
of faLse religion, and this policy is pressed home upcm U8| 
so much the more forcibly, that we see it based on sacred 
principle. No doubt it is true — and we ought to be veiy 
thankful for it — ^that the sword in the hand of the civU 
ruler may be used, and ought to be used, in defence of 
our civil rights : Gk>d has given it to us for this purpose : 
and in the bosom of our dvil rights, properly defined, our 
religious liberties lie always secure. But if you, who are 
yourselves but erring mortals, and invested with no 
authority over others, in relation to the things <^ God, 
shall subject a feUow-citizen to penal severity on ac<K>unt 
of his rdigious opinions— even when that severity does 
not go the length of positive legislation, although much 
more when it does — will this induce him to forego his 
opinions? Is it in fiust that it does? Or is it in nature that 
it should? Let it never be forgoten — ^let neither wrath 
nor fear induce us to forget — ^Uiat the great Redeemer 
himself sought his way to the souls of men, by having 
mer^ on their bodies. 

reads a lesson here, which nations, and indivi- 



diuk too, are most lamentably alow to learn ; aad sorely 
has the tmUi been made to suffer by putting the instm- 
ment, not of defence, but of avowed and unsparing 
ooerdoOf into the hands of its misguided Mends. There 
is one lesson about this matter, which British christians, 
in these times, are loudly called to ponder — a lesson drawn 
from the sister island. When that islaad was, by force, of 
arms, annexed to the British crown, its people were, all 
but a very few, attached to the Boman Catholic fidlh. 
And what was tiie treatment which, on this account, they 
received from their — so called — Protestant invaders T 
They were not only subjected, under forms of law, to 
grievous civil disabilities, and compelled to support a state- 
diurch, which in their hearts they hated, but in addition 
to this, they were derided and reviled, harassed and per- 
plexed in various ways, which, if law did not expr^sly 
sanction, neither did it care to repress. Well, what was the 
result f Just what might have been expected. We have 
reaped as we had sown. The very name Protestant was 
made odious to the Irish, as the symbol of all that is cruel 
and relentless ; their suffering for their P(^>ery has had all 
the effect, though not the logical sequence, of a cogent 
argument in its fisivour ; they have dung to it more closely 
than ever, and hence the difficulties, of mountain magni* 
tnde, which statesmen, ay, and churchmen too, have, for 
sometime past, been forced to encounter. It is true thai, 
of late years, our rulers have been attempting to change 
their tactics : but what is the nature of the change? In 
seeking escape from one extreme they have rushed blindly 
on another: they are flattering where ihey were vront 
to frown; they are pensioning the heresy they were 
wont to persecute; and thus are they sacrificing both 
truth and consistency at the shrine of a despicable state- 
craft. In Ireland, at the present time, there is a hopeful 
awakening; and what gave it origin? Not the arm of 
coercion, but the hand of Protestant compassion, opened 
wide to the famishing, in a day of terrible calamity. 

Looking at Popery, then, as a spiritual evO — a feU 
destroyer of the souls of men — the only armour in which 
we can meet it, with any hope of success, is the armour 
of truth and righteousness, wielded in love. Nor should we, 
in any circumstances, allow ourselves to forget that here, 



as everywhere else in the conflict between light and dark* 
nessy 'the weapons of our warfiu:*e are not carnal, but 
mighty through Grod, to the pulling down of strongholds.* 
Were it wise, then, or were it unwise? were it sound 
policy or the reverse? for an evangelical dissenter, t.e., for 
the man who fully assents to the scriptural principle just 
cited, in the present state of the Popish question, and of re* 
ligious parties in reUtion to it, to suspend his active oppo* 
sition to the principle of our state-churches, or to hold his 
dissenterism in abeyance, till the supposed crisis is over? 
We answer, it were unwise; it were impolitic; it were short- 
sighted in the extreme. Nay, it id questionable i^ within 
the memory of living man, an opportunity has occurred, so 
&vourable for assailing the state-church principle, or for 
pressing the claims of its opposite, as that which now pre- 
sents itself. Let the following considerations in reference 
to this matter have your serious attention : — 

1. The elements of Popery are in both our state- 
churches, although not in both to the same extent. Human 
compulsion in religious matters, whether civil or ecclesias- 
tical, is a Popish principle — so thoroughly and essentially 
Popish that, without it, Romanism would go into dissolu- 
tion in less than a single twelve-months. The church was 
fiu* gone in her Popery before she gave in to compulsion ; 
and from the leaven of Popery she can never be free till 
she has put compulsion, in all its forms, entirely away 
from her. But tins same human compulsion is to be found 
in the state-churches of our own land, and its nature is 
not changed by the charm of a Protestant name. It is to 
be found in the Church of Scotland, as well as in that of 
England. Nay, it is the very thing in which both the one 
and the other of these churches lives, and moves, and has 
its being, as a state-church. Men's goods are distrained, 
or their persons incarcerated, to uphold their respective 
institutions: and be it remembered, that although this 
atrocity — an atrocity which is never seen at the worst, till 
it is seen established by law— comes but rarely out into 
fact, yet, in its principle, it pervades the whole community; 
it is Uie law of the land ; so that our two state-churches, 
viewed simply as such, are literally and truly the churches 
of the sword. They rest together on the very principle 
which makes 'the man of sin* so terrible as a temporal 
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noHrge to the ttatk>ii8: and what good reason can be 
giiPBD^ wfrf your roHees idioidd be hushed mtoiileBoeatoal 
the Popery of Britain, foevelf beoaaae you are eallad apoo, 
m the course of a rebidLhig Providenoe, to lift then up, 
Somewhat more kmdly than asual, against the Pbpezj of 
Rome? The two maj dstkacy and they do diffinr, in their 
degrees of moral turpitude ; but they are parts of one 
wMe; they run back into the same root; and conBisSsncy 
calls upon the man who believes this, to show his fidth by 
his Works* 

2. But you may be told that the Popeiy of Rama is 
making rapid strides among us^ and that this rtquirea you 
to suspend operation against your own, that yon may con* 
eentrate it mofe effbctiTdy on the new point of danger. 
This looks i^buftbie; it has weight with thousands ; bfut 
is it sound? Is the present stale of the Popish question, 
so &r as Britain is coneemed in it, rightly underttood ? — 
Finty it is very questionable whether, in Britnn alone, and 
keeping Ireland out of the question, the aecessioas to 
Popery, during these few years^ faaTe been more numenMis 
thflui the departures firom it That wiiidi fioats on tiie 
surfiioe of society is seen and given to notoriety, while the 
processes of the undercurrent ar^ left in oblivion. Again, 
it remains to be seen whether the recent misBiTe from 
Rome, through the moral efiect of its native insolence, is 
not more likely to weaken than to strengthen the Pbpiah 
interest in Great Britain. But, iecondfyy and granlmg 
for the sake of aigument— or of truth, so &r as tmtii 
requires it — ^that, here at home, we are in danger through 
tendencies to Rome, whence, in point of feot, does the 
danger proceed? Does it proceed from evangdical 
dissenters, or from any tenet held by thttn? No man will 
say so who cares for ihe credit of his own understanding. 
Transitions to Popery from their ranks are of rare 
occurrence. Their Protestantism is as pure, and as entire, 
as it was a hundred years ago. Nay, it is more so : the 
right of private judgment in the things of Ood, unooeroed 
and unbottght, by the frown or the fiivour of the state, 
is more clearly seen, and m<»*e ardently loved by them 
now than it was then. In short, so fiir as they understand, 
and honestly follow out, the principles they avow, they 
ape the only out and out Pkrotestants that Britiaii 
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dmstiani^ caa furnish. It ia their diflseatenam whieh, 
under Gcd, secures them against Fopeiy; and if eiv«r 
there was a time when it became them deyoailj and 
enei^geticallj to remember this, that time seems reteaad 
at Hub veiy daj. 

Whence, then, does the danger really proceed? — IJL 
proceeda fit>m the interior of ow two state-churches, both 
of which have been guilty, first, of perverting the cqpirit of 
FrotestantiBm, and then of allowing multitudea of the 
people, as the result of their pension^ indolence, to sink 
into ignorance and sensuality, and thus to become the easy 
prey, first of a grovelling moral stupidity, and then of a 
bewildering superstition ; while, in one of these churches, 
the doctrinal germ of Fopery has bean bound up, by 
civil statute, into the very bosom of her creed and worship. 
Yes, the Church of England, as by law established, is at 
this moment, and has been for ages, a miserable medkj 
of 'Pagesry and Protestantism. Her Articles, taken l^ 
themselves, may be harmless enou^, and no doubt a 
number of her ministers are truly evangelical ; but grant 
her the apostolic succession, and the sacramental effiSeacy, 
and the consequent priestly domination, which are wrought 
up into her liturgy — ^grant her these things, and you 
have conceded to her the three leading elements, wbach 
require only to be con^unded, in order to give you 
Popery entire. No doubt her Tractarians are wrong; 
they are egr^ously wrong, if you try them by the word 
of God; but if you try them by the creed of their own 
church, which the countiy is in the act of upholding, both 
by statute and by money, and to which they have a 
churdbman's nght to appeal, you will find their condenma- 
tion to be no easy matter. 

Be assured it is here — it h just here— it ia in the or^ed 
of the Church of England, which statute has made 
national, that you find the mainspring of recent Popidi 
movements. Yes, it is this creed, which for a time was 
comparatively dormant, but which at length began to be 
quiclLened, iad to creep out, and to loc^ abroad, and 
to beckon the i4>proach of Romish emissaries, that has 
brought us Popery in the new form it has of lateaswiinajL 
The bull firom the Vatican ia not the intruder whicfc too 
many have» ia their haste, snppoeed it to be; it haa come 
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because it was sent for ; it is here bj attraction, rather 
than by aggression; and that which has given to the 
attraction fur more than half its power is not the mere 
fiu^ that Popish tendencies are to be fonnd among some 
of the dergj of the Ghnrdi of England, but, in connection 
with this, the far more pestilent fact that Popish tenets 
are nationalised among us, being paid for hy national 
money, and incorporated with national law. It is this, 
more than anything else, which gives to Borne its 
menacing attitude : for it can scarcely be doubted that 
had these tenets been left, as they ought to have been 
left, to Hve or perish on their own resources, the En^^ish 
people would, at this day, in the free exercise of their free 
minds, and under the impulse which providence gave to 
them, in things sacred and things civil, have been &r 
enough away from relapse into Romanism. I submit, 
then, that the Popery of our state-churches, in itself and 
its emanations, is a reason — and a strong reason — why 
the evangelical dissenter should not relax but press on, 
with earnest heart and renovated vigour, in the advocacy 
of our common christian liberty. 

3. This conclusion will be rendered yet more obvious, 
if you glance at what our statesmen have been doing, and 
have felt themselves constrained to do, in the midst of 
their perplexities. They have been conniving at Popecy, 
both at home and in the colonies ; they have been homo- 
logating its names of blasphemy ; they have been disbur- 
sing our money for its support ; and it is not denied that 
they would go much &rther, if the people would permit 
them. These things they have been doing, and why? Not 
because, in their hearts, they are inclined towards Borne, 
although this may be the case with a few among them, 
but because necessity is laid upon them. They have our 
state-churches to support ; to tiiem they are securing, by 
fixed law, a large amount of our national resources ; and 
they cannot keep the Papist quiet, without giving him 
bland names, and doing homage to bis lordly hierarchy, 
and doling out to him a small share of that which is so 
lavishly b^towed on his rival. This is their temptation ; 
and it is the native result of false position. They are com- 
pelled to fevour Popery for the sake of our state-churches; 
but let these state-churches be abolished, and the oompid- 
sion is aboUshed as a matter of course. 
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You are told that the Boman Catholics have their eye 
on our church property, and are eager to regain their hold 
of it The tale may be tme ; and if church property it be, 
their claim to it may, in equity, turn out to be trouble- 
some ; but let it cease to be church property, in eveiy sense 
of the word ; let it be, in law and in &ct, devoted, at once 
and for ever, to the general purposes of the nation ; let 
this be done now, while the scramble for it, as some 
allege, is but b^inning ; and the chances of its lapse to 
Rome will be far less than they are at present. This, so 
far as statute can aid you, is, be assured, your best defence 
against the cupidity of Rome, as well as against the mis- 
appropriation of our own statesmen, by which so many 
are aggrieved. Indeed, there seems to be no other way 
in which the question can now be dealt with. Take away, 
for instance, the paltry sums given to Popery in Ireland, 
while you continue the large sums given to English Epis- 
copacy there, and dare you call this equity ? Or passing 
the question of equity, which, in defiance, however, of 
special pleading, is the primary question in the case, what 
would be the efiect of your taking it away on the Irish 
Roman Catholics? Would they not take it as a revival 
of their past persecutions, and so cleave more tenaciously 
than ever to their hereditary creed? Had they never 
received these sums, there would have been at least no 
new grievance ; but take them away now, while you con- 
tinue the other, and you give to Popery a plea and a 
vantage-ground which it knows but too well how to 
improve. Give to both, or give to neither, is obviously 
the present state of the question ; and since giving to both 
were a great wickedness, giving to neither remains the 
alternative. 

That it is only the truth which should be endowed is 
still the belief of a number among us ; but this belief has 
little influence over the minds of our legislators. Neither 
their sense of common equity, nor the circumstances in 
which they are placed, will permit them to act upon it. 
They shrink from the invidious task which it nec^sarily 
imposes. As a people we are, at length, pretty mucm 
convinced that, while every member of the dvO commu- 
nity is at liberty to judge for himself in matters of oon- 
fiicting reli^ous opinion, no dvil ruler has a rig^t, in his 



iatroniisioin wkh tho pubiic purse, to provide fat one 
cTMd, because he tUnkB it nghi, or to staire aaotber, 
because be tbinks it wrong. No ; that daj has gone by, 
and ire are, at leasts a stage in advance towards the dawn 
of ike better day, whan civil rulers will have the discre- 
turn, if not the enlightened christiaQ piety, to respect the 
limits of their own ^phere^and leave the kingdcmi of Jeans 
Christ to be governed by its own laws, and SBStaiaed by 
its own resources. 

n. But Popery has a second aspect, which should not, 
in justice, and cannot with safety be kept out of view. It 
18 more^-a great deal more — ^than a fisdse religion, or a 
dark and bemldering superstition. This is unquestionably 
its worst feature, as it tends most directly to the perditian 
of souls. But in addition to this, and aided by its infii- 
taatiDg influence, it is a system of despotism, civil as well 
as rel^otts, so ckwely compacted, so unscrupulous in its 
working, and so extensively ramified, that when fully 
developed, it is opposed—- coolly, treacherously, and relent- 
lessly opposed — to all that is equal, and all that is free, in 
the dvil compact of nations. It claims the right of d^ios- 
ing kings— of defying laws— of coercing mind— of invading 
the sacredness of domestic life — of extorting the innaost 
secrets of the heart — and this right, we are asked to 
believe, it holds by nothing short of a charts from heaven. 
No doubt it has the art of modifying itself, aconrding to 
oironmstances ; and by this art it has deceived multitudes ; 
but while it has learned to crouch where it cannot crush, 
it never fiuls to crush where it can. This is Popery, as 
given to the world, not in the surmisings of its ai^ry 
opponents, but first in the programme of inspiration, and 
then in the marked and admonitory pages of its own 
umnistakeable history. There it stands out to public 
view, as systranatically at war with the commcm rights of 
associated man ; and because it does so, it is as open to 
repressive legislation as the thief, ot the robber, or the 
midnight aiMiaasin, who pounces in secret on his prey. 

To deny this were to injure truth for the sake of a ^m- 
rious liberality, and to furnish the opponents of religioas 
liberty with a tenable argument against its princ^la. Bat 
the dissmting christian who knows his ground, and has 
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well Burreyed its sacred boundary, has no indneement to 
dfloj it. N»7, 1m ooDtends for it as bMed in equity, and 
the only securi^ a nation can have against die inftiolioii 
of flagrant wrong, under the mask of religioiis eonviclioiu 
But let UB make sure of our footing here ; and if we are to 
have l^iislatioB agiinst Popery, let it not be for the p«r* 
pose of tinkering up, and tiansnuttlng to poslerily, those 
modifications of it which have their hemestead anoog our* 
selves t for this were, at best, but to sanction a compromise 
between the Chbist of the New Testament and the Anti* 
Christ of Rome. Let Popery be dealt with as a sodid 
offender, and not merely as a superstition. Let statute 
against it be carefully guarded, else it will do evil instead 
of good. Let it be limited to its proper ^ere, and go 
no &rther than is found necessary to protect tiie commu* 
nity, in person or pit^rty, from tangible a^ressioB. Let 
it be negative, in so &r as to deny to Pbpery the sanction 
of the state, whether directiy or by implication ; and let it 
be positive, in so far as to compel Roman CathoHcs to 
respect the rights of their fellow*subjeots, in or oat of their 
own feUowsh^ just as these fellow-subjects are, in thear 
place, compelled to respect their rights. But let statole 
Tentme no fiuther than amply to provide against overt 
acta To go beyond tiiis*-to ask for laws against mere 
tende n oi co w ere monstrous in principle, and perilous in 
the extreme. It were to drive tiie Pai»st from the land 
merely on account of his religion. It were, in fiict, to 
take the ground which Popeiy itself has so long been 
occupying, and to concede the whole demand of thai two** 
fold despotism under which Europe has been groaning 
forages. 

After ail, we do well to remember that legisktion, 
however equitable, can do less for us now than it was 
found to do at an earMer stage of our counties history. 
Even in Enf^and, so long the dormitory of dosing 
veneration for an estabfished church, with its wealth and 
its pomp, and its claim to precedence, the influence of 
civil enactment on the religious working of mind is visibly 
on the decline. It is not with it now as in times past. 
DisMnt is undermining it in the right direction, and free- 
thinking in the wrong. It is loemg the aseendancy it 
once po jse s se d, with but little prospect of regaining its 
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ground among some who used to be loud in its praises ; 
and it is well for us to readjust our estimate of both what 
it is, and what it is likehr to become. These things^ if duly 
considered, will modi^ our confidence in legklation, 
whether new or old. No doubt it has its qphore in 
relation to Popeiy, as well as in relation to theft or 
murder ; and let it fill that sphere ; but what in reaKtj can 
it do for us, either as it is, or as some would have it t It 
maj lull the easj-minded asleep on the lap of a traaeheroiis 
security ; it may fortify our Queen in the exeraa^ of a 
prerogative which is no jewel in her crown ; it maj 
soothe the wounded pride of hierarchs, whose own 
Protestantism is of questionable purity ; it maj quiet the 
fears of humbler men, who are so lamentably mistatored, 
as to look to earth when they should look to heaven fior 
protection to their £aith and worship ; or now and then, 
perhaps, it may bring down a &xt measure of merited 
vengeance on the more reckless of Popish ofienders. But 
how much more can it do, among a people such as ouza, 
or against a religion such as that of Bomef It cannot 
suppress the exercise of thought ; it cannot prescribe the 
direction in which thought is to flow ; it cannot secure us 
against the propagation of opinion, however perverse or 
corrupting. No ; for all the purposes of mental action, 
whether pure or impure, we are a free people — we are a 
thinking people — we are a self-willed people — ^we are a 
people ruled in reli^ous matters, more perhaps tiian in 
anjithing else, by our own cogitations. Let these cogita- 
tions be anti-popish, and you have small need of statute : 
let them become popish, and what can statute do for youT 
Very littie indeed ; next, in point of &ct, to nothing at all. 
Ton can neither get statute at the first, nor woric it after 
you have got it, except in so &r as the nation's heart is in 
it: for this plain and palpable reason, that, with us as a 
people, statute is not the creator but the creature of 
public opiuion — ^produced by public opinion — preserved 
by public opinion — ^and potent or impotent, according aa 
the people, in high life and in low, unite in upholding it, 
or in treating it with neglect. It were well for men who 
trust in legislation to ponder this. It would teach them 
ji lesson which must be learned befcHre it be possible for 
them rightiy to ^predate the signs of our times. 
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But this is not all, nor yet, perhaps, the worst of it. 
The nature of Popery, as hinted above, is to be considered 
here. Its powers of evasion are so subtle and diversified, 
it is so fertile in expedients, and so skilAil in using them, 
that, to a large extent, it can elude legislation, although 
jou had it even more stringent than the British constitu- 
tion could at all permit. Look at Jesuitism — ^that right 
arm of Popeiy, which has been aptly called ' religion with 
the heart cut out of it.' Provision was made against it in 
our Emancipation Act ; but that provision has been found 
nugatory. The Jesuits have been at work among us ever 
since : they are at work among us at this day : and to 
their operations may probably be traced much of the move- 
ment toward Rome of late so manifest in the Church of 
England. It may be said that the provision of the Act 
referred to was at the first inadequate, as well as egregiously 
trifled with in . subsequent administration; and all this 
may be true ; but take an older instance, to which the 
charge of trifling in no degree applies. Learn from the 
preceidents of Popish countries, if those of your own be 
not to your mind. In the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries, attempts were made, by means of statute, to put 
down these same Jesuits in France, in Spain, in Portugal, 
in Sicily, and in Russia, because their power had become 
perilous to the civil authorities. Nay, the Pontiff himself 
in 1773, exerted the power he so proudly claims, if 
possible to get rid of this order, it having become rather 
too much even for him. And what was the result of 
these varied movements? The Jesuits were proscribed; 
they were dispersed ; they were exposed to great severity ; 
but they were not annihilated. No, they modified their 
tactics and changed their name, but they were Jesuits still, 
breathing the same spirit, and doing the same work, with 
scarcely any abatement ; while down to this day, their 
organization is as compact, and their leadership as com- 
manding as in the days of their greatest celebrity. But 
how could they survive when expoised to such treatment f 
The question is important, and the answer admonitory. 
They wrought a congenial soil; the popular mind, blinded 
by ignorance, and steeped in superstition, was open to 
their advances, and thus, by a power invincible to law, 
ihey were borae up, and carried through. In one word, 
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the Popidi public naiad defied the Pofush law; aod is 
there less of power in our public mind, were law to be 
found in cdliaion with it ? Sdll there i& nothing in the 
principle of dissent which forbids resort to diril legislation 
when k^t in its proper plaoCi or restricted to its proper 
objects; but there is much, very much, both in the retigjion 
of Jesus Christ, and in the doings of the Boman Anti- 
ohrist, to teach those who rely on l^idation, even whioe 
admissible, that it is, at best, but a feeble auxiliary. 

To the questicm then, 'What are we to do, as evangeli- 
cal dissenters, in the present state of things am<Hig us ?' 
Uie very obvious answer is, you are to seek a^er the pro- 
duction, and the preservation of an Anti-Popish public 
mind. This is, beyond all question, the leading task which 
Providence is prescribing to you; and if you give yourselves 
to it with christian good-will, you will soon have little to 
fear from the adversary ; but, in order to a warrantable 
hope of success, there are three thiogB which present their 
deum on your very special attention. You are to keep 
your eyes open to the evils of Popery; you are to hold fast 
by your distinctive position ; and you are to apply your* 
selves, with new determination, to the free dissenunation 
of Protestant truth : — 

1. You are to keep your eyes open to the evils of Popery. 
If we compare the present times, or rather the times which 
were present less than three years ago, with those which 
more immediately succeeded iiie Reformation, we find that 
there had come in a reaction upon the public mind, whictu 
in so far, was of dubious propriety. Men began to pity 
our Papists, rather than denounce them, and so were led, 
by slow degrees, to modify their hatred of Popery itaelL 
There were three causes working together to ^e produc- 
tion of this result. Rome had lost command of the secular 
arm, and so was regarded as politically harmless: our 
Protestant legislation against it began to be suspected^ and 
not without cause, of undue severity : and popular writers 
rose up among us, who, with more of fiippancy than reach 
of thought, held our national abh<HTence of Popeiy up to 
^M>rtive derision, as little else than a relic of barbarism, or 
the badge of a weak and ccmtracted mind. The efiacts of 
all this are sdll to be seen, not merely among men of easy 
piely, who prefer ihe modish to the considerate, but even 
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among numbers who have vital Christianity really at heart 
Even they are, in some cases, but too apt to judge of 
Popery, merely from the shreds of it which meet the eye in 
Britain, or in Ireland^ and of coarse to regard it as a thing 
80 absm^ so inane, or so contemptible, that they caimot 
see how it should occasion anything approaching to national 
uneasiness. Now this is a mistake winch says but little 
for ike penetration of those who give way to it, and which 
ouj^t to be speedly rectified wheresoever it exists. The 
men of the world will have their way, and may think them- 
selves liberal in heartless indifference ; but christiaii men 
should not forget — ^nay they should studiously teach them- 
selves to know — ^that what Popery is at Bome, or in any 
other Pbpish country, that it is in Britain and Ireland, 
if not in fully embodied &ct, yet in purpose and in aim. 
It cbams to be unchangeable ; and so uiiformly haa the 
claim been sustained, whenever and wherever the power 
was in its hand, as to warrant the assertion that were il 
to gain the ascendant among us, by credence, or by con- 
quest, there would to a certainty be an end — an unsparing 
and a bloody end^to all that is valuable in our national 
privileges, whether civil or religious. This is the true 
account of the matter ; all history bears witness to it ; and 
if there be a man among us, who ought to be specially 
alive to it, that man is, beyond a question, the evan* 
gelical dissenter. 

2. You are to hold fiist by your distinctive position. 
What that poddon is has already been hinted at : you 
know it; and all know it who care to look into your 
affiurs. You take your standing on the broad principlei 
that all religious worship, be it true or be it fidse, is beyond 
the interference of the rulers of this world : and you hold 
that your own cheriAed chrirtianhy is «.lgect to^o law. 
and dependent on no assistance, but such as are provided 
for it by the hi^ statute of its heavenly Author. ' But it is 
wdl to put you in mind that, at this very time, more per* 
haapB than at any other in the past history of our churchi 
or even of British noncon&rraity taken as a whole^ there 
is danger of compromise. Churchmen, under the panio 
which Rome has created, are bq;inning to reoognise the 
power of Dissent, to admit its importance, and to oflfar it 
terms of coKiperaiion, which look plausiMe, and wMdi 
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are not, it may be, meant to ensnare, while yet a snare is 
in them. No doabt there is a field, unhappflj a large 
field, a field which is painfiillj inviting, on which Church- 
men and Dissenters may work together, without the 
slightest hesitation, and where they are fiirnished with a 
fidr opportunity of exemplifying mutual good-will. TlierB 
are the outcasts of society — ^the ignorant, the sensual, the 
ungodly — ^in teeming myriads, whose hearts make their 
heads an easy prey to Popery, or to Infidelity, as the one 
or the other may be found to act upon them. Am<Hig 
these there is room for the fireest co-operation of all who 
are actuated by the spirit of the goepeif whatever may be 
the sectional name by which they are otherwise distin- 
guished. Nor, as was formerly hinted, is there any rea- 
son whatever why Dissenters should stand aloof firom 
joining with Churchmen in asking for legislation in defence 
of our civil rights, so far as ti^eee are put in peril by 
tangible Popish aggression. But the more zealous of our 
state-churchmen are not satisfied with this approximation. 
They are for going astep fieffther; they are for suspending 
the sword over the lesson-book ; they are for driving, aa 
well as teaching; they would have you to admit that 
Popeiy, even as a matter of faith, is an exception to the 
general rule, that Grod alone is Lord of the consdenoe ; 
and of course, they would have you to join them in asking 
for civil enactment^ not merely against its positive inroads 
on the common rights of man, but against itself as a reli- 
gious heresy. In short, they are for mixing the seemly 
and the unseemly, the sound and the unsound, the chris* 
tian and the unchristian, the Protestant and the Popish, in 
one motl^ compound. Law, law, law, is their constant 
cry, and &in would they have you to concede a little, in 
these alarming times, to their well-intentioned and pious 
predilections. 

Now it is here that your danger lies. It is against this, 
with its kindly looks, and its fair speeches, and its conscien- 
tious but mistaken reasonings, that every true Protestant 
among us, whether within or without our state-churches, 
should be devouUy on his guard. For the honest con- 
victions of other men, you are bound to show ingennons 
respect, as they are bound to respect yours. The man 
who can tamper with his neighbour's conscience, or ven- 
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ture to invade its sacred endosure, does little credit to his 
own. But respect and surrender are differentjftbings. 
The one is a duty, the other a sin ; the one tends to pro- 
mote the truth, tiie other to subvert it ; the one is quite 
compatible witb a christian's independence, the other goes 
to destroy his independence, and so to impair his moral 
influence. The man whose Dissenterism — or, if you will, 
whose Voluntaryism — is enlightened and consolidated, 
drawn exdusively from the vmd of God, and holding its 
own sacred ascendancy over his consdence and his heart, is 
not likely to fiidl into the snare referred to. He feels hiin- 
self resting on ground so solid, that no case of emergency, 
nor any plea of passing expediency, can move him away 
from it. Nay, expediency itself comes to his aid, and 
tends to confirm rather than to shake, the fidth by which 
he is actuated. What are the broad &cts of the case, as 
they lie open on the tablet of the past ? On what prind- 
ple was ^e gospd propagated, so speedily and so &r, in 
the days of t^e apostles? On the voluntary principle, 
dearly seen, poweHully fdt, and working its way iiresist- 
ibly, against long-established paganism. On what prind- 
ple was the gospel preserved, among little groups of the 
persecuted fiuthful, during the darkest ages of Popeiyt 
On the voluntary, prindple; for states and statesmen, with 
few exceptions, were everywhere against it. On what 
principle was the battle of a pure and free Christianity 
fought and won in our own island, and in some contiguous 
countries, at the time of the Reformation f On the volun- 
tary prindple, rising in its might, and proving itself an 
overmatch for a nationalised Popery, which had struck its 
roots deep into the very sdl we inherit, and seemed to be 
invindble. Once more, and to come a little nearer to our 
own fireddes, on what prindple was evangelical preaching 
revived and diffused among our fore&thers, after it had 
well nigh disappeared from the pulpits of the Church of 
Scotland, under the withering influence of statute and 
endowment? On this same voluntary prindple, weak at 
first, and with few to befriend it, forced into practice 
before there was time to ripen it into a matter of fidth, but 
working its way, and gatheringstrength as it moved along, 
till, by and by, its reaction was fdt, within the pale of our 
establishment itself. Thus has God in times past, been 
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pleated to honour the prindple in qnestioa : it k his own; 
int ukBtk 10 OD it; it IB iidtedded im the gauns of Hat 
ohrifltian di^Miitation ; and we need not doa^ that he viD 
honour it still, if we faa^re the fiedth, and the finnneas of 
p ur pose to'pat it fidrij to the test Naj, it may be bbUj 
anrerredy that, if the ehristian mind of Ghneat Britain were 
«t this moment prepared for abolishing all our state- 
ohuehes, and fir leaving ^Ihe truth as it is in Jesoa' to 
wi^ its 4>wn war&re, with its own appropriate weapons, 
•ur deliveranoe fimn Popeiy — aj, and £NMn Infidelity teo—- 
woold be more Bpeedjy and more complete, than it errer 
poariMy can be, onder asystem of coereion. 

Thelbroe of these statemente is not, in the least, abated, 
by the allegation, that in various countries, and at various 
stages of tin struggle against defection, reformmg christians 
resorted to voluntaryism, not as a principle, but as an 
expedient, not from dioice but from stem necessity, having 
no odier means of supporting their warship ; while yet 
they held the state-dumdi principle as firmly as ever. 
This is true in point of fikct, at least to a oonsiderahle 
extent ; but it gives out no counter-argument, and is itssif 
very easily explained. After the ^vject of a dvil 
establishment was introduced, the ohiistians were enft> 
moared of it; they reduced in the relisf.lhey got, without 
waiting to scrutinise its principle; and there is little 
wonder that they did so. It produced a great change in 
their outward drcnmstaiioes ; it gave them rest from 
grievous persecution ; it lifted them up to secular respec- 
tability ; and, in oonrse of time, by an easy process, their 
minds were so sophisticated as to diffiise among them n 
belief that its sanction was fimn heaven, and that the 
ohuroh of Christ cannot be consolidated, without the pay 
and the patronage of the state. But from the beginning 
it was not so, either in belief or practice. Sudi a belief 
ii at open war with the spirit <^ the New Testament ; it 
is superseded by apostolic precept ; it is utteriy repndii^ed 
by apostotic practice ; and to quote the^Falhns againat 
the Aposties, on such a question as this, is just to repeait 
•the dumsy error of which Borne has made so much, in her 
efforts to mislead, and to stupify, the minds of her blinded 
votaries. 

3. You are to apply yourselves, with new determinalion, 
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to the firee d^seminaiion of Protestant tntlh. Here it 
may be noticed that but little good is to be expected from 
keen and exciting controyersy with the defenders of the 
Roman faith, whel^er by pamphlet i^ainst pamphlet, <it 
man against man, in the collision of oral debate. Gon- 
troi^ersy is, no doubt, a legitimate means of refuting error, 
and rectifying thought ; and wherever it can be useMiy 
resorted to, there can be no objection to it on the score of 
prind]^. Withal there are little publications, more or 
less controversial, and of no small value, whidi hate been 
veeently sent Ibrth among us, and whidi may be perused 
with much advantage, by those who want the means ef 
more exftended research. Indeed, the mere -s^ect of these 
seasonal^ misBives may be r^arded as a'boon, of wbidi 
every man should avail himself, who needs to beoome ac- 
quainted with the merits of the case. But there is a 
peouliarity about Popery, especially in our country and in 
the times that are passing over us, wtiich idionld ever be 
kept in view. The more restless of its defenders are too 
unprincipled to care for oonfotation: from the moral 
eeasening which hallows controversy, and gives it instruc- 
tive efficiency, they are to a great extent es1a*anged : Hiey 
can openly give the lie to what they know to be true : 
while the more artless and sincere among them, are so 
spell-bound, by the authority of their priesthood, Hhat 
'their minds are impervious to argumentation. Some 
exceptions there doubtless are; and these, where they oceor, 
have thcAr separate dalm ; but the above, I fear, 
must be regarded as the prevailing state of the case; 
awMiy vei^^g the in^ired declaration, *QoD hash 

OTVEN TEUUC UP TO 6TROHO I^LITSION, THAT TOST SHOUU) 

SBUEVE ▲ UE.' Nor is this all. Between the Protestants 
and the Papists there is a lack of commtm ground, which 
Ipoes fer to nullify controversy. ^With the man who 
denies first principles,' said Marian Luther, ' there is no 
room for disputation.' But Papists deny that great tirst 
princaple — the exclusive autiiorily of the word of Grod — 
on y^hkh the whole &bric of Protestantism rests, and 
have Hius, at the very starting point, placed themselves 
beyond the pale of that most usdul and legitimate instru- 
ment, by which, in ordinaiy cases, conflicting opinions 
may be liarmonised. 



But, in many an iiiBtance, and in manya land, the dave 
of Romaniam has found himself set free, and that too 
before he was aware of it, first from one of its ddnaion^ 
and then fipom another, by gently pouring in upon his 
mind the light of christian truth, as it radiates, fineely and 
unmixed, £n^m its own blessed centre. YeQ, verily, this is the 
kind of treatment to which others have resorted, and th^ 
experience recommends it to us. As it sometimes happens 
that the best expedient for removing a bodily disease is 
the simple use of suitable aliment, so is it, in many cases, 
with the disease of Popery. Give to the patient con- 
genial food; do not upbraid him, nor cast jn his teeth the 
monstrosities of his £Euth ; but speak to him as ye would 
qpeak, although there were no such thing as Popery onthe 
earth : spread out before him, with all simplicity and all 
kindness of heart, the tidings of salvation, not throng 
Mazy, but through Mary's Son. Do this with christian 
earnestness, with christian assiduity, with christian fidelity ; 
and as his mind opens to receive your instructions, the 
darkness of Popery will pass away, as the shadowa fivk 
before the rising 8un« Gniis, be assured, is the kind of 
work to which, as true Protestants, you are specially 
summoned, not merely by the advances of Popery, but l^ 
those of Infidelity too, which is quite as active as its ally 
fix>m Rome, ay, and as corrupting, although in a difierant 
way, to the heads, and to Uie hearts, of our misguided 
population. Tou, and other christians with whom you 
mingle, have, undJer God, the means of stemming the tor^ 
rent, which threatens to set in upon us, from quarters so 
opposite and yet so coincitlent. You can act as indivi* 
duals; you can act in combination; the ignorant and 
depraved, numerous although they be, are not so com- 
pacted as to be found inaccessible ; and on the holy use of 
the heavenly remedy which the God of heaven has piro- 
vided, you have the best of all reasons for expecting his 
blessing. 

Nor, in adverting, as has been firedy done, to Ike 
delinquencies of others, ought we, as evangelical disaentora, 
to forget the protracted shortcoming which is chargeskbla 
on ourselves, i£ not in principle, yet in the way in which 
principle has been followed out. Our fathers left ua a 
goodly heritage; we have extended that heritage; we 
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have cleared it of some of the rubbiBh with which it was 
encumbered ; we have compelled opponents to respect our 
position, so iar as argument has to do with it ; but we 
have not been practical evangelisers, so fireelj or so &r as 
we ought to haTC been. No doubt our way has been 
obstructed — ^and in some cases grievously obstructed — ^by 
the influence of the system to which we are opposed ; but 
still we are to blame for allowing so many of the poor be- 
wildered children of our people to live and die in the dens 
of iniquity ; and if our position be higher than that of 
state-churchmen, or our range of vinon wider and clearer, 
our culpability is the more enhanced. Yes, let us confess 
it, for it is true, that our zeal has not been equal to our 
knowledge, nor our effort to our power, in instructing the 
ignorant, or in reclaiming the outcasts, or in sowing that 
pregnant seed of the Word, which is the only effectual 
antidote to the growth of Satan's tares, whetiier in the 
Popish or Infidel form, or in that of beastly sensuality. 

Well, what do we need to quicken our minds, and to 
bring tiiem up to the task assigned to us? We need 
more of the inspiration of the doctrines we profess to be- 
lieve — ^more of love to warm our light — and more of the 
spurit of aggressive enterprise, that our light and our love 
may be carried out, more freely and ene^etically, into 
deeds of christian beneficence— more, in short, of that 
which an apostle describes, not as Christ dwelling in 
the head merely, but as Christ dweUxng m the heart by fitUh. 
We all need this, ministers, and elders, and private 
christians, throughout our congregations; and how is it 
to be obtained ? By eager and united resort to the exer^ 
else of prayer— of confiding, importunate, and persevering 
prayer. There b no other way for any people who are 
really the disciples of Jesus Christ. Look at his own 
words : ' Ask, and it shall be given you ; seek, and ve 
shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto yon : ror 
every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh 
findeth ; and to him that knockeih it shall be opened.'* 
The fountain of grace is accessible to us — ^it is as acces- 
sible as it is rich and free— but it is by the breathings of 
supplication that animating influence is drawn down 
into the hearts of the graduos. There never was a time 

* Matt Tii. 7y 8. 
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oC progTMt in ih» clmreh, but wna abo a time of pvayw; 
•od there neTer was a tiine of decleosioa in the choKiiy 
biit was marked by remissness in prayer. But see to it 
that your prayen be genuine, impelled by pure clirigliap 
motivei ri^ng up through the christian medium, and 
regulated by the christian provision. See to it, again, 
that they be specific, or, if you will, businees-like, not 
running out into broad generalities, where there is neither 
point nor pathos, but concentrated on the things you feel 
you need, and see presented in the promises of grace. 
And see to it, yet again, that, with all searching fidelity, 
your prayers be directed against the selfishness which is 
in yourselves — against the covetousness which is in your- 
selves — against the spiritual indolence which is in your- 
selves — as well as against the things which awaken 
apprehension in the church, or the world around you. In 
this way give yourselves to true-hearted prayer. It is not 
by might or by power of man — his arms, his logic, or his 
laws — ' but by my Spirit, saith the Lord,' that Satan's 
kingdom is to be destroyed or the kingdom of grace 
advanced ; but this divine Agent has come to the church, 
and dwells in the church, and operates in the church aa 
the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, ' Abba, Father ;' 
and, *• if ye, being evil, know how to give good gi^ onto 
your children, how much more shall your Father who is 
in heaven give good things to them that ask him ? ' * 

It may be that transitions firom Romanism, in our land 
or in other lands, shall, in this quiet and peaceable w»y, 
he few and far between ; it may be that a political earth- 
quake, shaking Europe to its centre, and filling the worid 
with wonder and awe, is destined to be the means oi 
■weeping it away ; it may be that this earthquake shall be 
more terrible, and more signally expressive of the divine 
displeasure, than any that has hitherto been felt or 
wit^cNSsed ; it may be that the growl of its gathenng is 
aheady beginning to fall on our ears. All tins may be : 
it is not for us to decide upon it ; although the analogies 
of providence, and the index of prophecy do seem to poini 
m that direction. But whatever may be in this, our 
oourse is clear. Vengeance is not ours. God has mads 
us the monuments of mercy, and his voice to us is, be 4in 

• Matt vu. 11. 
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ministers of mercy. The movement in Ireland, alreadj 
referred to, is well fitted to cheer ns on. There) it 
m&j now be safely affirmed, nearly thirty thousand sods 
of once deluded votaries are off, or on their way, irom the 
bondage of Rome. And what is the apparatus by which 
this is being effected? The simplest in the world; the 
earnest reading, or proclamation, of the pure word of Qod, 
by kind-hearted godly men — of thatwonl which is 'quick, 
and powerful, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of 
the joints and marrow, and a discemer of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart.' There are other movements of minor 
note, here and there throughout the land, every one of 
which is being blessed with a measure of success. The 
field is rugged, but it is not inaccessible; the soil is 
rich, although covered with the weeds of a rank and 
prurient superstition; and they who have heart for its 
cultivation are not panic-stricken by the progress of Popery, 
but gather courage as their work proceeds. 

Look, then, to yourselves ; look to your church ; look to 
other churches to which you owe a present duty ; look to 
your own country, which God has been pleased so very 
remarkably to elevate and to honour; and be it your 
determination that, so far as in you lies, this same country 
of yours shall continue to be a fortress for the truth, as 
weU as a centre of emanation, from which it shall flow 
forth, to revive and regenerate the down-trodden nations. 
This last is a high ambition, while yet there is about it no 
presumption ; but never forget that, if its inspiration is to 
be yours, you must cherish, each in his own bosom, a yet 
deeper impressicm of the exclusive authority of the word 
of God, and of its all-sufficiency, as the one, single, 
sovereign guide of christian faith and practice. You must 
not only have this as a matter of faith, but you must have 
it as a matter of feeling— of deep-seated and devotional 
feeling— of such feeling as will lead you on, with more 
than wonted earnestness, to teach it to your children, to 
magnify it in your intercourse with one another, and to 
draw fh>m it your holiest impulse to action, against error 
of every kind. The Bible alone is the relioion of 
Protestants ; it was the religion of christians, before 
either Papist or Protestant had acquired a distinctive 
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name ; and it will contiiiue to be ao, vihem these names 
shall have passed awaj from the vocabulaiyof liTing men, 
and are only to be found in the records of the dead. 

* Finally, brethren,' since jour work is before jou, and 
jour position chosen bj the Leader who cannot err, ' be 
strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Pot 
on the whole armour of God, that je maj be able to stand 
against the wiles of the deviL For we wrestle not against 
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto 
jou the whole armour of God, that je maj be able to 
withstand in the evil daj, and having done all to stand. 
Stand, therefore, having jour loins girt about with truth, 
and having on the breastplate of righteousness ; and jour 
feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace ; 
above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith je ahaU be 
able to quench all the fieiy darts of the wicked. And 
take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God ; prajing alwajs with all prajer 
and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto, 
with all perseverance, and supplication for all saints.'* 



SPEECH ON THE MAYNOOTH ENDOVMEOT. 



Thebe is a difference of opinion among Scottish Dissenters 
about the part thej should take in the popular movement 
now in pi*ogress against what is commonlj called the Maj- 
nooth Endowment Some of us think that we should unite 
with Churchmen in petitioning the L^isiature against thai 
endowment alone, leaving the other and weightier burdens^ 
which our state-churches impose upon us, for the present 
in abejance; while others insist, that we ought not to 
petition at all, without bringing out, fuUj and freelj, the 
whole extent of our demand. It is to this latter daas that I 
belong. I am decidedlj opposed to our ang^g oat the 

• Eph.Ti. 10-18. 
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Maynooth Endovnnent, or say otlwr endowment, ^kedMto 
to Papists or to Unitarians^-*for the national money ii 
given to both — ^and endeavouring to put it down, eiseept 
on the broad and tangible principle which bears againsi 
endowments all alike. But let me not be misundeiBtood* 
I am as much opposed to the endowment of the Popi^ 
college at Maynooth, as are any of my fellow-chnstians, 
whether Churchmen or Dissenters. I believe the religion 
taught in that college to be a system of gross delusion, 
adverse alike to the purity of the gospel, to the salvation 
of souls, and to the well-being of civil society. In short, 
I take its endowment to be &e ugliest feature of a very 
ugly &ce ; but still, I cannot get over the impression, that 
the open, the manly, the straightforward way of getting 
rid of the feature, is by getting rid of the &ce altogether ; 
for verily it is a false nice. Let the following things, then, 
be taken together, and let us see to what they jointly 
amount: — 

Since we Dissenters are opposed to all endowment) 
whether of truth or of error, it seems very evident^ 
that, were we to single out the Maynooth one, and to 
petition against it, without saying a word against the 
rest, which we must do if we co-operate with Church- 
men, the easy inference would be, that, cowed by the 
alarm which Popery has excited, we are willing to make 
the rest a matter of indefinite postponement; or, that while 
our principles as Voluntaries may do very well fbr fieur 
weatiier, yet when a storm comes on, or, when the skv 
looks black and lurid, we can leave these principles to shin 
for themselves, and are fain to seek shelter under the wing 
of oar venerable Establishments. Now, I am not willing 
for any such postponement ; the recent doings of Popery 
have not diminished, but much increased, my opposition 
to the state-church principle; and to do anything which 
would seem to indicate the sli^zhtest abatement of that op- 
position were, as I conceive, to do less than justice to the 
cause of truth. Others, of course, will judge for them* 
selves, but I cannot see it to be my duty to seek the modi- 
fication of a system, which I believe to be radically baidy 
that, being modified, it may appear less revolting, and so 
be pat into a condition for standing out against us, to a 
greater length of time. This, I suspect, will be found in 
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the end to be not wisdom but foUj, not a stroke of polkj, 
bat a mere blunder; indicating more of fretting impatience, 
or of pettj sectarian spleen, than of sturdy princ^fkle, or 
sound discretion. Our mission, so &r as we are evan- 
gelical dissenters, is not to modify but to remove— to go 
to the root of the ^tem — to unearth its root— lo lay it 
bare in its naked deformity — that, by the christian use of 
christian means, the public mind may be prepax«d, not 
in wrath, but from cool conviction, for pulling it up, and 
putting it away, as all over an unclean thing. This. I re- 
peat, is our mission, our one single definite mi88i(Mi, so 
far as we have to do with state endo?nnent, on the one 
hand or on the other. It is by continuing to hold forth 
the truth — ^the whole truth — ^the truth unimpaired and 
undiluted — that we can hope to previuL Our task may 
be arduous: there may be difficulties in our way — lonnid- 
able difficulties'—difficulties which shall tax our strength 
and our patience; but great progress is already made; 
events are manifestly working for us ; and, knowing that 
our cause is the cause of righteousness, we can well affivd 
to wait our time, be it long or be it short. 

In connection with these considerations, and tending not 
a littie to enforce them, there is a question which comes bete 
into view, and which, in the present state of the public mind, 
is apt to be overlooked. In what relation does the endow- 
ment of our state-churehes stand to that of Maynooth ; or, to 
come a littie nearer to tiie point, in what relation does the en* 
dowment of the Irish State Church stand to that of 
Maynootii ? It stands in the relation of a cause to its 
effect ; and what is tiie advice usually given in relatioQ to 
such a case ? First remove the cause, and then you will 
find it easy to get quit of the effect; but if you do not 
choose to begin yrith the cause, how can you expect to get 
quit of tiie effect ? This is common sense, and it is seldom 
either safe or sound to disregard its counsel 

No man can deny that the endowment of Maynootii has 
its causal origin in the prior endowment of the Estahliahed 
Church in Irabmd. Hiere is not the slightest reason fiv 
believing that, but for the endowment of that church, the 
Popeiy of Ireland would ever have received a smgle 
shilling fit>m the British Exchequer. It was not the love 
of Popery which led our rulers to give our money for the 
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support of a Popish seminary. No, H was the pressure of 
state-church necessity. Thej saw the flagrant incongruity 
of continuing to extort, from Irish Romanists, million after 
million of their money for the support of a church wMch 
they detest, and at the same time denying to these same 
Irish Romanists, thus coerced and thus abused, a few 
thousands annually for the support of their own church. 
Our rulers saw this ; they felt it ; they were staggered by 
it ; some of them, who are Dissenters out and out, were 
constrained to give way to it ; and is it for us to shut our 
eyes to it ? Is it fair — ^is it equal — ^is it doing as we would 
be done by — ^is it like men who act on principle — to with- 
draw our penny from the church of the Irish Romanists, 
and yet compel them to disburse their pound to uphold a 
church which is not theirs, which they do not want, and 
which we — ^the British nation — have imposed upon them 
by force of arms ? This is not fidr ; it is not equal ; it is 
not doing as we would be done by ; it is not worthy of 
men of principle; while yet there are men of sterling 
principle and unquestioned piety, who, through misleading 
association, or honest but precipitous hatred of Popeiy, are 
in danger of allowing it to sink out of yiew. It is easy to 
speak against Maynooth; and veiy much may be said 
against it within the limits of sober truth, but there is a 
pro connected with the question as well as a con ; and it is 
by bringing the pro and the con together that we can hope 
to arriye at a sound result. 

I know there is a feeling abroad — and pains, perhaps, are 
taken to diffuse it — ^that if we petition against Maynooth 
by itself^ we have a good chance of present success; 
whereas, if we petition against the whole at once, we have 
no chance of present success. Now, I confess that I do 
not like this kind of reasoning ; I fear there is something 
slippery about it — it looks like making principle the hand- 
maid of expediency rather than keeping expediency in its 
own place, as the handmaid of principle. If it be our 
duty to petition against Maynooth by itself let us do so, 
whatever be our chance of success ; and if this be not 
our duty, let us keep our ground and refuse to be misled 
by a mere calculation of chances. I suspect, however, 
that our chance of success against Maynooth alone is not - 
00 great as is generally supposed. There are Church- 
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iMn wlio ynSL not petttaon against it, lot, bj laldng a 
atane, as thay think, out of the arch of endowmaiili^ 
tha whole fiibrio ahoald be brooght down. There are 
Vu hmt ariea who, like myaelf^ will not do ao, and whoae 
nmnber is likefy to be increaaed, as the qnestiosi oomea to 
be better undentood* And what do joa expect fi»m her 
Mayea^sMinistan thatare,oraretobeT Thej fed the 
iKffifttiliy of goTeming Ireland, with her national Popeiy 

00 the ose hand, a»l her anti-national state-chorch on 
theother. They have not only to coni|>el the Irish Roman- 
iats to pay the ordinary taxes, but to lay on them, and to 
keep on thea& by stem oompulsioD, the burden of feediQg 
and pampering a church which they abhor ; and thoo^ 
we should have the heart, in these circmnstances, to ask 
the withdrawment of the paltry pittance now given to their 
college, it is not yery likcdy that any Minister her Mi^jesty 
has, or can have, vnH have the hardihood to compkj with 
our request. The same remark applies to nnoflScial mem* 
bers o[ Parliament, chosen or to be chosen as time 
rdls on. Is it at aU probable that feir-thinking men, if 
set free from party buis, will withdraw the penny while 
they continue to exact the pound, from the poor beleagoiered 
Irish Romanists I What they may do, or may not do, 
when under the pressure of an electioneering thumbacrew, 

1 venture not to predict ; but leave them to the freedom of 
their own will, as guided by the claims of ooomion equity, 
and it were easy to anticipate the course they will pursue. 
Ask them to do away with all Irish Endowmenta, aod 
you put an intelligible case, which at least is worthy of 
their grave attention, but ask them to go and nibble at 
Maynooth, and you outrage their sense of political juatiee. 

Is it alleged that to endow Maynooth is to endow eiror f 
This goes directly to make the civil ruler a judge in 
religious matters, and, of coarse, requires us, for the 
present, to put our Yoluntaiyism in our pockets. Bat 
when we sp^ik of error, it is best to speak out, and grve 
breath to the whole truth. The endowment of the 
Established Church in liaeland is as real, although not so 
flagrant, an endowment of error — ay, and of Popish errcR- 
too--as the endowment of Maynooth. There is a mistake 
about this matter, which has too long prevailed, both 
among Scottish Churchmen and British Dissentcca, but 
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ndiich recent occnnrenceB are fordng into view. It has 
been snppomd that the chief difference between our stater 
chnrcheB of England and Ireland, and those of eyangelical 
dissent} lies in tiieir respective forms of government ; the 
first being Episcopal, and the second PresbTterian or 
Independent. But this is far from being a tme acconnt of 
the matter ; for, in addition to the one fiict, that this same 
Episcopacy of theirs has in it the veiy element, which, in 
early times, was a powerfbl means of raising Popery up to 
its ascendancy ; and, in addition to the other &ct, that 
wherever there is human compulsion, even for the external 
support of religion, there is Popery at its own work— I 
say, in addition to these two fiM^ts, the fundamental 
principles of Popery — ^the seeds out of which it has 
sprung, and but for which it could never have sprung — 
are in the creed of the Church of England, sanctioned 
there by British law, and sumptuously endowed by British 
money. Just take her apostolical succession, without 
which, it is declared, there can be no christian pastorate ; 
carry it out to its first result, her sacramentsd efficacy, 
then to its second, her priestly domination, and you have 
before you the raw material, or, if you like, the wiery 
wool, out of which the mother of harlots has spun and 
weaved, or wattled together, the whole tissue of tbat com- 
plicated network she has spread so very dexterously, first 
over the souls, and then over the bodies of men. We 
should think of these things when we talk of error, and 
ask ourselves the plain question, can we lift up our voice 
against the infiunous daughter — ^tfae mystery of iniquity 
unveiled — ^and even seem to spare the mother in a masque 
who brought that daughter into the world, and taught her 
all her evil lessons, and made her so extensively a curse to 
the nations? The above, of course, does not imply that 
what we call the Church of England is older than the 
Church of Rome ; but it does imply, and is distinctly 
meant to assert, that the characteristic errcws which still 
continue to be cherished in the bosom of the Church of 
Eng^d, are older than the Boman Antichrist, and were, 
in point of fact, the leading means of giving to that 
monster conception, and birth, and power, to sit upon his 
throne of iniquity. Let no man deceive himself. It is 
time to look at naked realities. The truth of God is the 
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tmh of Oodt sod Sttlon's lie is Sttfim'B lie, in 9pitb of ill 
tlift tllcmpto of num to mystify or oonfoand them. 

Ib it ngittB idleged thai PqMiy, ithan ftdly der^loped, 
is ineompatible with dvSlKbertyt Hie ailegatioii is trae? 
Unr who is so blind as not to see that &e Popery of 
Earope has been for agee^ and continues to be at this day, 
the palla^nm of Europe'^ political oppressiont But I 
know of no principle of common equity^ which empowers 
me to do a present injury to any man, merely beuuue I 
know, or haTe reason to believe, that his principlee would 
lead him, if he had the means of following them out, to do 
a fiitore injury to me. Ko, let the man have fair play, 
whether as a true man or as an evil-doer. Button up 
your pocket against Irish Popeiy as soon as you pl csaao 
the sooner tlM better — but, at the same time, have the 
common honesty to take your hand oat of its pockeL 
Oivil liber^ is a great blessing, and great sacrifioes should 
be made mr it; but take care that you season these 
sacrifices with the salt of moral equity, if you wish them 
to be of service to yourselves, or to your children. So hr 
as we are in danger from tiie machinadons of Popeiy, 
let there be statute to protect us ; and let penalty be en» 
forced wherever it is incurred; but let ever3rthing be tried 
by its own test, or measured by its own standard. 

Once more, is it alleged that, if we shall prevail against 
the Maynooth grant, this will so exasperate the Irkh 
Romanists as to bring them all over to the aid of Volan* 
taryismt This allegation has something queer about it 
One would think that if we Voluntaries shall exaspen^ 
^ese Romanists, by doing them what they take to be an ill 
turn, they will scarcely be so very kind as to do us a good 
turn in requital. If their religion has taught them to 
render good for evil, it is surely not so bad as we had 
supposed it to be. But that is not the point. No Roman 
CaUiolic, who knows and believes his own creed, can ever 
beeome a Voluntary in our sense of tiie word* He has 
DO road to Voluntaryism but in by the door of Pro- 
testantism, ay, of a higher kind of Protestantism than is 
to be found in any of our state-churches. Compulaion i^ 
in the very nature of his system, and can never be taken 
out of that system till it is destroyed. He may vest com- 
pulsion in the priest, or he may Testitin the prince, wliefv 
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tho two are not identical ; and in general he lureftn tke 
prie$ty which is certainlj the least ahaurd, aldiongh not 
the least mischievous ; but compulsion he must havei, else 
his Popery is at an end. It is true, indeed, that if our aim 
were the subversion of our state-churches, no matter how, 
or by what means, there might be policy of the baser sort 
in endeavouring* if we could, to put the Boman Catholics 
into a rage against them, and thus obtaining their 
assistance in our work of demolition. But this is not our 
aim; it i«« on the contrary, a thing which we detest. 
What we desiderate is a chttige of mind, of conviction, of 
belief, as the precursor to a change of measures. It is for 
this that we labour ; it is for this that we pray ; it is far 
this that we are willing to wait and to endure ; and no 
man can be of service to us as the advocates of a free 
Christianity, except in so far as he shares in our beHel^ and 
is disposed to work it out, in the use of christiaQ and 
constitutional means. No, no, we have no notion of 
casting out devils through Beelsebub, the prince of the 
devils. 

These, then, are my views of the Maynooth movement, 
given to you in hasty hints ; and, in conclusion, I 
have but to add, that, on the one hand, I am no foe to 
civil legislation against Popery, so ftr as that may be 
necessaiy for the defence of our civil rights ; and no man^ 
I think, should be a foe to it who values his civil rights s 
for, as the groanings of Europe are telling us, and have 
told for ages, Popery, in its political bearings, is the 
enemy — ^the cruel and relentless enemy— of all that is 
just, and all that is free, in the civil compact of nations. 
There are but two ways of it: it must be the death of dvil 
liberty, or civil liber^ must be the death of it; and, hap- 
pily for us, it has of late become so honest, or, if you wUl, 
so bare&ced, as openly to proclaim this. But, on the other 
hand, I have small ficuth — ^veiy small indeed — ^in human 
legislation, for my country's defence against Popish 
encroachment. No, I look not to statute, but to Scripture 
-—to my Bible — to tiie God of my Bible — to the teaching of 
my Bible — ^to the spirit of my Bible — ^to the power of my 
Bible over consciences and hearts»-to that Bible whi<^ 
Popery dreads as the most gigantic of all its foes. Tes, I 
look to the dissemination of pure and ample Bible instruc- 
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turn among aU nuiks of her M^es^a subjects, from the 
prince in bis palace to the peasant in his cottage; and mj 
conviction is, that were our British Protestantisni but set 
finee from the corruption of state alliance, and left to fi^t 
its own battles, wi& its own peculiar weapons, our pootion 
against Popery-— aj, and against Infidelitj too— would be 
fiur more secure than it ever can be otherwise. Indeed, it 
seems impossible for anj one to deny this, who lifis up bk 
eyes and looks about him. Where is it that, for ages past, 
pure christian instruction has been most egregiously tnfled 
with? Not in Dissenting so much as in Established 
Churches. Whence has Popery of late drawn its 
aocessionst Not from Dissent, but from our Eng^ 
Establishment. What induced the Vatican to send us its 
Bull? The tenets of its own, which it found to be 
vitalised in the bosom of the English Establishmeot. 
What prevents the ministers of that Establishment, who 
see and deplore her Popish errors, from coming out and 
openly denouncing them ? The good things of this life 
which the Establishment secures to them. Tliey are 
living on the world's pension, and that keeps them in 
bondage to the world. Endowment has had its day ; it 
has done its permitted amount of mischief; and nothing 
but mischief will it ever do, till it is detected and cast 
away, as one of Satan's worst devices for corrupting and 
paralysing the church of the living God. 



OLAIOOir t 

Pkistsd ar & avd T. Duvjt, 



^TfTT f^ 



